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TRANSCRIPTION

[0:01]
TW:

Today is Friday, April 8, 2022. My name is Todd Welch from the Merrill-Cazier Library Special
Collections and Archives. This afternoon we are interviewing Madison “Maddie” Hunn, a student
worker for the Cataloging and Metadata Unit in the Merrill-Cazier Library. This is another oral
history for the Covid Collection Project.
Good afternoon, Miss Hunn.

MH:

Hi.

TW:

So when did you begin attending USU and what are you studying at Utah State University?

MH:

So it was fall of 2020 and I haven’t picked a major yet, which is a little bit of an issue but it’s
okay. I have time to figure it out.

TW:

And when did you begin working in the library in the Cataloging and Metadata Unit?

MH:

That was July of 2021.

TW:

And what types of work do you do in Cataloging and Metadata?
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MH:

I mostly—I’m a barcoding student so I mostly just work with—well, I mean right now. It’s
almost done, like, the theses. And then after that I don’t know yet because we haven’t gotten to
that point. Right now it’s just that.

TW:

And in your career, your freshman year for instance, have you lived in USU student housing
during that academic year?

MH:

Yeah, I lived on campus from, like, August 2020 and then I lived for that entire fall/spring
semester and then I also lived, during the summer, in another student housing unit. So I stopped
living on campus about, like, the very beginning of August 2021.

[2:00]
TW:

So during your time living in USU student housing, what were the range of precautions and steps
as well the limitations that they put on the USU students living in USU student housing during
that 2020-2021 academic year?

MH:

So I lived in the LLC [Living Learning Community], which is over by the TSC [Taggart Student
Center] and they would make you wear masks in the hallways and if, like, the RAs who do
checks at night or, like, the RA of your floor caught you without a mask, they would tell you to
put it on and if—they would, like, take your “A” number and write it down—like, write you up or
something. I’m not sure what would happen if you got written up more than once.
I got written up once because my roommates were being really loud and I had to go out into the
hallway to take a test. We had to do, like, a face check so I had to take my mask off and they
caught me at the wrong moment. And I was, like, I’m just taking a test, like, I had to take it off.
I’m about to put it back on. They were, like, oh, okay, it’s fine.

TW:

So let me just back up for a second. You were a freshman in the fall semester of 2020. What was
freshman orientation like coming in with the Covid restrictions that the university were
implementing?

MH:

So on our orientation, like, modules, they really only had one thing that would have been inperson and that’s, like, the campus tour that they make you sign up for and they have, like,
about—I don’t know, like, 300 openings for that for each day. And I had signed up for one
because they were at somewhat towards the beginning/middle of summer, like, open to be inperson. And then later they were, like, yeah, no, this isn’t in-person. It’s just online. But then, at
the same time, it really wasn’t online. Like, they just completely cancelled the campus tour.

[4:05]
But when I registered for classes, as well, in the summer, they were saying that they were inperson and then more towards the end of the summer they all switched to either being a hybrid or,
like, a Zoom class or just completely just basically online. So I was expecting most of my classes
to be in-person and I was trying to, like, figure out the times of the day, when I would eat lunch
but then the internet prompt not being a thing at all.
TW:

But then you found out that most of the courses, if not all of the courses, were either going to be
remote or they were going to be a hybrid where you could only attend one day because of social
distancing guidelines—how did you perform? How did you adjust to those circumstances?
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MH:

So all of my classes my first semester, fall 2020, were online and I had one class that was a
hybrid class which, like, I could go to class or I could go on Zoom and I was, like, oh, I’m going
to go in class because this is my only “in-person” class. And then after a while I was, like, I don’t
really want to get up and go to this class when I can just go on Zoom. So I would just go on
Zoom. And then the next semester—spring 2020—was just fully online. And so I would do most
of my classes and with my classwork, like, in the middle of the night because I wanted to, like, go
out with my friends and my roommates and have fun during the day and I didn’t want to do my
classes because I didn’t have anywhere to be at a certain time. So I would just do them all in the
middle of the night.

TW:

So what was it like being a typical college student and wanting to socialize and go out in Logan
and Cache Valley with a lot of the Covid restrictions that were in place?

[6:01]
MH:

I was definitely different. I mean, I honestly don’t think that I met a lot of people—I don’t think
that I have a lot of friends that I’ve made here, other than, like, the people that I work with and
some of the people that I went to high school with that came here. But, it was a little bit difficult
because the building that I lived in my first, like, fall-spring semesters was more like of a social
building because, you know, you have the people across the hall and the people down the hall and
then you have the common room. But, like, we weren’t allowed to use those, more first semester.
They kind of eased up on it second semester.
Like, if you—if I wanted to go across the hall and socialize with the people across the hall—if the
RAs came and found me in that room, they would write me up. But then they changed it so that
you could go over there but you had to wear a mask. One time I got—I was across the hall and I
didn’t have a mask on and they wrote me up.
So, like, it was kind of a slow burn, you know? You expect to go to college and move in and meet
all these people, like, at once but it wasn’t like that. It was very, like, oh, these are my roommates.
Those are all the people I’m going to meet right now. And then maybe I will meet a few more
people, like, as you go. But everyone’s always, like, you go to college and you meet so many
people and you make so many friends your freshman year. It really just wasn’t like that—

TW:

So, no football games. No dances. No social events that were being sponsored by different groups
on campus occurring—especially that fall semester?

MH:

Yeah, like, none of that. Like, I’ve been telling people that this second year feels like my
freshman year because it literally does. And people will be, like, oh, what year are you? And I’m,
like, I’m in my second year but it feels like my first. And I don’t—I don’t even go to things that
often. I haven’t gone to a single football game. I haven’t gone to a single basketball game because
I just don’t—I just don’t want to because I didn’t last year, so, I’m, like, it’s almost a hassle.

8:09]
And it is frustratingto not live on campus this year with things in person because now I have to
drive and I have to park and I have to walk when I could just walk straight from my apartment to
things that were close. Like, there was really no use to, like, living on campus last year because I
didn’t have to go anywhere on campus. Like, I just had to stay in my room all the time.
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TW:

So while you were living on campus your freshman year, I know that they had the Covid
Containment Team and they definitely—when there were outbreaks where people tested positive
contacting folks either through contact in the classroom or contact in the housing, were you ever
contacted by the Covid Containment Team and asked to quarantine or take a test?

MH:

They did do the thing where you had to test every week and then that lasted, like, two weeks and
then they would just randomize and pick people. I think I had gotten tested, like, with the oncampus testing, maybe, like, four times. But not because they asked me to, just because I was,
like, oh, I’m going to do this. I was also sick a lot. I had tonsillitis, like, from September until I
had to get surgery in December and a lot of those symptoms seemed like Covid symptoms so I
was, like, always worried that I had Covid even though I didn’t.
Me and my roommates were always, like, who’s going to get it first? Like, who’s going to get it
first, like, who’s going to get it first and who’s going to give it to everyone else, but we lasted the
entire of first semester, no Covid. Second semester, somewhere around like the end of March, my
room was on the end of the hallway, the girl who had the room right next to me, she got Covid.
But she didn’t test on campus so they didn’t alert any of us.

[10:00]
She was moving her stuff out to go quarantine at her boyfriend’s house in Idaho and she had two
masks on. We stayed 10 feet apart from each other and, somehow, I got sick. It was so weird
because I was showing a lot of symptoms one day, went to work, I came back and I sat in my
living room around all my roommates and I didn’t get any of them sick. It’s amazing I didn’t get
any of them sick because I should have with how much I was around them. And that was the, I
think—and I went and I tested on campus—and then they called me and they moved me out and
all—that’s when, like, all of my roommates had to be quarantined and tested and given food and
stuff. That was because of me.
TW:

Where did they move you to?

MH:

They moved me to Davis Hall but it was, like, an outside unit. I didn’t have to go inside the
building to find my door. My door was on the outside of the building. I was alone and it was
scary because I just, like, I had this whole apartment to myself.

TW:

What did you eat? I mean, how did you go get food or what—

MH:

They would bring you three meals a day, which was, like, yeah, I appreciate the food. It all piled
up because I wasn’t going to eat everything or I didn’t like what they were bringing, but I still ate
some of it. But there were, like, times when they would forget to bring my lunch or they would
put it at the opposite door and I would expect it at this door and then I would be, like, well where
is it, and it would be at the other door. There was one time when they brought me my breakfast
and my, like, juice had opened in the bag and spilled on everything and I think that happened
twice. And so I went out to go get my breakfast and I’m, like, this is soggy and dripping and all of
this food is not good unless it was, like, packaged, which was frustrating.

[12:00]
The Covid dorms were fun because they forgot about me. They called me and they were, like,
hey, we’re moving you over here. The key that we’re going to make for you will be taped on your
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door and so I packed up all my stuff that I would need and then I drove over. They also were
giving me, like, a temporary parking pass for that parking lot. And I parked in that parking lot. I
walked around to find my door and there was no key on the door. And it wasn’t, like, cold outside
but also it wasn’t very warm, so I just sat all my stuff down, like, away from the building kind of,
so if anyone came up that I wouldn’t be super close to people. And I sat there. And it was dark.
And I just sat there. And I waited to see if anyone would come, like, the office was down the
street. I could see it. I’m just waiting and waiting. People were, like, walking out of the building,
walking by. At one point, this guy asked me, he’s, like, do you need help with something? And
I’m, like, I have Covid. You probably don’t want to help me with anything. I’m just waiting for
them to bring me my key. And he was, like, oh, okay, and then walked away. And then I was,
like—I looked at my phone and I was, like, it’s been 45 minutes. It’s, like, 10:30.
And so I called the RA on call and I was, like, hey, I have Covid. They told me that my key
would be taped outside. It’s not. I’ve been sitting here for 45 minutes. I really just want to go
inside. I don’t feel good. And they were, like, oh, shoot. Okay. Like, we’ll get that key made for
you really soon and then within five minutes they came walking by and they’re, like, I’m sorry. I
was, like, it’s okay. And then I just went inside and that was it. But that was kind of frustrating.
And I’m glad it wasn’t, like, raining or anything because that would have been so much worse.
But I don’t—I literally sat there for, like, 45 minutes.
[14:03]
TW:

Were there any other USU personnel that contacted you? Did USU Housing? Did Resident Life
contact you? Did the Covid Containment Team check in? Did anybody check in during the time
you were living in the Covid dorm?

MH:

Yeah. There was this—I don’t remember his name. I could probably find it on my phone if I
searched really hard but there was this one guy on the Covid Containment Team and he talked to
me when he was, like, when I got my test back, I went and I sat outside my regular building
before going inside, because it was, like, I’m not even sure I can go inside and grab all my stuff
yet. And he was, like, all right. Who are all the people that you’ve been around? What are their
first names? Last names? How do you spell it? I gave him all that information and then he told
me—I asked him about housing, like, where I was going to go. He told me that someone would
be calling me and I was, like, okay. Thank you.
And then we hung up. And then he would send me texts maybe for, like, the first half of the
week. He’d be, like, hey, how are you today? Do you need anything? Are you doing okay? And I
would be, like, yeah, I’m doing fine. Because after, like, the first two days, my symptoms were
basically gone. Honestly, it was like I had a really, really light cold, just hanging out alone, which
was so much fun. It was only 10 days, but, yeah. I think it was just him and then one other person
would text me. But I would check on my friends every day—my roommates—I’d be, like, are
any of you guys sick? Are you guys okay? Because I felt so bad.

[16:00]
TW:

So they did a contact tracing, it sounds like.

MH:

Hm-hmm [affirmative].

TW:

Ten days and then you returned back to the dorm?
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MH:

Yeah. Well, I had—I mean, I—he’s still my boyfriend—but I had a boyfriend at the time and I
told him, I was, like, I think I have Covid. You don’t want to hang out with me. And he goes, oh,
it’s okay. If you have Covid, I probably have it, too. Which I didn’t think that would be true but
he was the only person that I got sick, which is, like, honestly a fete. Like, that’s pretty
impressive judging by how many people, like, I was around. I only got him sick.
He didn’t—he got so many people sick. Like, he was in the other building. He gave it to every
single one of his roommates and then one of his roommates gave it to, like, at least one unit on
every floor. And there’s four floors. I’m trying to think of what else I was going to say about that,
but he—yeah, he had to quarantine as well. He got sent to—so I was in this building, in Davis.
There is another building behind it, sort of, in that, like, area that he also got put over there. And
then when one of his roommates—before the Covid team knew that they all had Covid—they
sent another one of his roommates who tested positive over there, too. So it was the two of them.
And then when they realized that all of them had Covid, they could just go back because there
was not need for them to quarantine there anymore, if all of them had Covid.
So he ended up having a food pile at his door because, like, no one was there to, like, take it
inside. But the Covid, like, dining services knew that they had to take food there. So I would go
over there and I would grab it for him. Yeah, I would go on walks because there really wasn’t
really anything to do.

[18:01]
I watched a lot of T.V. There was one professor that I texted—not texted, I e-mailed—and was,
like, hey, I have Covid and I’m not sure I can finish this assignment right now. And he wasn’t
very understanding about it, which was fine. I ended up doing it anyway—not very well, but I did
it. I think that’s—yeah, there was a lot about having Covid and staying on campus…
TW:

Yeah, I was going to ask you, how did your instructors worked with you or how did the whole
quarantine and still being able to take classes. Were you able to postpone assignments or tests or
anything like that? How did that work?

MH:

It was—I mean, I can’t remember if I asked any of my—let’s see, in second semester—most of
my classes were online. I had one—I remember I was taking a folklore class and my professor
from that class was very understanding and very nice to me because I had two things—I had
Covid and then I had—what USU would describe as a trauma incident happen in May. And so I
had two incidents where I would have to message my professors and be, like, hey, this is what’s
going on. I need, like, an extension. This thing is due on Wednesday—can I turn it in on Friday?
Like, I wasn’t unreasonable because I was, like, this is a responsibility of mine. I have to do this
because I’m in these classes. And so, if I’m going to push it off, I can’t push it off, like, for a long
time. And I can’t be, like, oh, can I just not do this right now? Can I do it later? I needed to be,
like, can I do it on this day? So they would say yes.
But my folklore professor was the only other one I asked because my other classes were easier
and didn’t have things that I had to do until the end of the week. And my—I was taking geology
and that’s the professor that was, like, wouldn’t e-mail me back—both incidents. Wouldn’t e-mail
me back.

[20:11]
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So, I was, like, all right. Fine. I guess I have to do it right now. And I had all of my stuff to
unpack for the week and I had food and I had people. I remember there was, like—I was on the
phone for—I remember at one point there during the day, somebody came and looked in the
window. And I was, like, what? That’s uncomfortable because I’m not a zoo animal. I just have
Covid and I’m in here and there’s no need for you to look in my window. Yeah, the Covid dorms
are so much fun. I get why they exist. It makes sense. They gave me a blanket that was, like, the
scratchiest thing I’ve every touched in my life so it’s a good thing I brought my own blanket.
There was, like, a spider/mousetrap underneath my bed. My bed was all wobbly and rickety and
kind of not that good of a bed, but my charger got stuck in the mousetrap. I had to leave it behind
because it—I was, like, I’m not touching that. I’m not trying to get that out. It wouldn’t come out
so I had to leave it behind. I had to, like, I had to call my parents and be, like, hey, can you guys
bring me a new charger? Can you bring me food? And they brought me water because the water
on the campus is not the greatest tasting thing.
I don’t know—my parents even told me that I could come home and stay upstairs, but I was, like,
that’s okay. They already put me here. I might as well stay. Which, now, I’m, like, maybe I
should have gone home. Maybe I would have, like, been able to have been, like, hey, can you
guys go get me this food and they would. I just stayed in the Covid dorms.
[22:06]
TW:

So you said you stuck around during the summer of 2021, in Logan?

MH:

Hm-hmm [affirmative].

TW:

What was that like and what did you do? Were you taking a summer course or did you work or
what was…?

MH:

I had a summer class. It was a math class. I stayed in Darwin, on campus, which was a little bit
different because it’s not like there were hallways so I didn’t have to wear a mask when I was
outside of my apartment, because I was outside. I remember I had a private room. I had a private
room in the LLC for my first year and I had a private room in this place.
Most of my roommates were never home. Like, they were doing summer internships or
something. But one of my roommates worked here and she told me that I should get a job on
campus at the library. That’s why—how I got my job here is because one of my roommates
worked downstairs. She doesn’t anymore but she did.
It was a lot more chill, like, the RA came over once for a cleaning check. And she didn’t live in
the same building. She lived, like, down two buildings over so it was a lot more laid back. And
campus during the summer is—especially during, like, this last summer—was pretty empty.
There was not anything going on. There also wasn’t even a lot of people on campus anyway.

TW:

Were masks required in the dorms? I mean, how did—

MH:

I don’t think so. That was when they started dropping the mask, like, mandate. Like, you could
wear them if you wanted, but you didn’t have to. Especially in all the buildings on campus. I
remember that was, like, June—like at the beginning of June that the president said that you
didn’t have to wear masks anymore. And I didn’t really go anywhere on campus anyway during
the summer because my class was online.
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[24:06]
But when I came to the library, which was in the middle of July, like, no one was really wearing
masks anymore because they didn’t have to. But really after, like, really after spring semester,
everything was, like, for me was more in-person again. But it was also still very chill and very,
like, kind of low key not, like, this event is happening. This event is happening. This event is
happening. It was just like a really—it was like a slow burn, again. It was just very, like, yeah,
you can if you want but we’re not—like, it’s not going to be too much in your face right now.
And then when fall started, it was, like, all of this stuff is happening and you can go to the
football game. And I was, like, oh, whoa, what a transition.
TW:

So did you participate in more events in the fall of 2021?

MH:

Yeah, but not as much as I probably would have if this was actually my first year. I know a lot of
people who did gap years because, like, they didn’t want to go—or even just a gap semester, like,
people would not go fall 2020, but would come spring 2020, or would just not go the entire year
at all. Sometimes I’m, like, maybe I should have done that. But, I mean, too late anyway and it
wasn’t, like, the worst thing in the world. It was just a very interesting year and it’s slowly going
back to normal but I know, like, it won’t be 100 percent the way that it was. I don’t even know
the way that it was because I didn’t show up at that time.

TW:

So what was the delivery method for the courses this last fall, the fall of 2021? Were they
remote? Were they face-to-face? What was your experience?

[26:05]
MH:

You could—they have, like, all—you could sign up for any type of class that you wanted. I
liked—well, I still like because I’m still signing up for online classes—like, the flexibility of
online classes because, you know, you can just do them whenever. And I like having more time
during my day to go to work or do things I need to do, but I still make sure that I have at least one
or two in-person classes so I can, like, be in an in-person class and talk to people and meet people
and make friends. I had, let’s see, fall 2021 I had, like, three in-person classes. The last one was
too far of a walk for me to make it on time and so I would just go on Zoom. Because I had to
walk from one end of campus to the other end of campus and I was, like, as much as I want to sit
in that class, I can’t on time. I don’t want to be late every single day.
But then this semester—this last semester—I think I have, like, I think I have two in-person
classes but one of them is also a hybrid that I can go on Zoom if I want.

TW:

Did you have assigned seating in these face-to-face classes? How did it work?

MH:

That’s the funny thing about assigned seating is that they make you, like, pick your chair and
what number row you’re on, but, I mean, I sit in that chair every day because I’m, like, okay
that’s my assigned seat now. But, like, a lot of people don’t. They just sit wherever, still. They’ll
put their name, assign a seat to themselves, and then they’ll just sit wherever they want, still. I
mean, that’s kind of like defeating the whole point everybody, but I mean…

[28:01]
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TW:

So the instructor didn’t collect the assigned seating chart, you just were asked to find a seat that
you would assign to yourself?

MH:

Yeah, whatever seat you sat in the day that the professor is, like, hey, put your seat down, was
the seat that you just have to log for that day. I think I had a data class in an auditorium, which is
a pretty big room and had a lot of people in there. There’s probably at least 200, 250 people in
there, and I sat in the very back in, like, not the back row but, like, the second to back row and I
had all this space around me because I was, like, there’s so many people in this room. Like,
there’s so many people in this room and I really don’t want to get sick again. Even though I’m,
like, vaccinated.
The funny thing about me getting Covid is that I got my first Covid vaccination two days before I
got sick and I was, like, really, that’s hilarious. That’s perfect timing. I was almost out of it and
then they didn’t know if they could get my second shot because I had had Covid in the last 14
days. But they did anyway and I was fine. They did tell me, they’re, like, if you find yourself
unable to breathe tonight just go straight to the hospital and I was, like, what? Like, I don’t want
to hear that, that’s scary. And I was fine. But I really just kind of did the complete opposite of
what I, like, intended for an in-person class. I kind of stayed away from people unless, like, it was
a smaller class and there was not a feasible way for me to, like, sit away from people.

TW:

Didn’t they have social distancing guidelines in the classroom, along with the assigned seating in
the fall semester?

MH:

I don’t think so. I mean, one of my professors, she was really good. She said basically—she said
something along the lines of, I cannot require you guys to wear masks in my class because that’s
not the university’s protocol, but I really strongly suggest it and I would really appreciate it if you
did because I don’t want to get sick. I don’t want to get my kids sick and my dad just passed
away.

[30:17]
I don’t know, like, how her dad passed away. She didn’t say. But I was, like, all right. I
understand. And then at the end of the semester she got pneumonia and I was, like, all right, like,
this is definitely the class where we should all wear masks because now if one of us gives her
Covid, she is probably sure to pass away and that is scary. But once she asked us all, most people
wore masks and there was, like, a select few that didn’t and sometimes I would look at them and
be, like, why? Why are you not? Like, it’s really not that big of a deal. It’s not going to hurt you
in any way. But, I don’t think any of my other classes—there was no, like, social distancing.
There was no, like, spaced out desks.
Yeah, especially in my third in-person class the first semester was also like an auditorium-type
class, but it was a much smaller room. We were, like, packed in there like sardines. Like, there
wasn’t even—I think there wasn’t even a lot of space so people had to go on Zoom because
there’s no space in the classroom. And that was the class that I couldn’t make it on time. So I
ended up, like, avoiding that room. But, like, I would walk in there late and then almost every
seat would be taken and I’d, like, have to crawl over six people to get to a seat, I’m way too close
to everybody.
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TW:

How do you think the university handled the whole Covid outbreak pandemic planning for
students coming back. Communicating with you when you got sick? The services they provided
in those Covid dorms. How would you rate it? What’s the highs and the lows?

[32:09]
MH:

I think they did as good of a job as they could have. I mean, this isn’t, like, something that they
really knew how to do because it’s not like they’ve done this before. So I think they did well with
what they were able to and what they knew about it. I think they were very understanding with
me when I had Covid, despite forgetting my key, and messing up my food a few times. That was
really the only, like, problems I had.
I remember seeing a lot of, like, resources posted. Like, people that I know who go to Utah State
would re-post, like, offices that you could go to if you were having problems. CAPS [Counseling
and Psychological Services]—even though CAPS has an insanely long waiting list.

TW:

Did you go to CAPS or did you…?

MH:

I tried to and they ended up being, like, we’re going to make you an appointment with the social
worker. We’ll make you an appointment with someone off campus for therapy. That was, like,
second semester of 2020, so spring 2021.
Yeah, I think they were pretty—they were pretty good with Covid. Especially, like, the—not
necessarily vaccination, but, like, update your vaccination status. One of my friends who is antivax and a little bit of a conspiracy theorist said that he was going to drop out of school if they
made him get vaccinated, and when they were, like, you have to update your vaccination status—
he was throwing a fit until he saw the bottom that said, or, like, for religious or personal reasons.

[34:04]
And I was, like, oh, you know what, you’re safe, Seever [phonetic 34:07]. You’re safe. I’m, like,
you’re good. You’re all good. Which was a little bit interesting to see because I would get
vaccinated and I did get vaccinated and I had my booster shot.
I remember there was a lot of, like, outcry about the, “Why are they making us get vaccinated to
go to school?” And I’m, like, really, if you read the small print at the bottom, they aren’t really
doing that. It is good to, like, know the vaccination status of, like, the students at USU anyway so
I’m not, like, oh, they shouldn’t have even asked us to do that. But some people were very upset
about it for no reason.
TW:

The mental health—the stress—how do you think, you know, not just you but all of the students
on campus and those that weren’t living on campus and were living off campus like you were this
year, how did they cope with the challenges and the struggles of Covid?

MH:

I honestly think it was a little bit more difficult especially because I know a lot of people were
just alone in their rooms most of the time. Like, I was alone in my room very often. If you had
bad roommates, that sucked. Like, those are the people you’re around the most. I didn’t have
horrible roommates. I did have some iffy roommates but, like, I had my own room so I could be
alone and I had a few friends that lived in other buildings that I would go see which was against
the rules to go to other buildings. But everyone would anyway especially because your key would
work to unlock the door until 10:00 p.m. and then you’d have to wait for someone to let you in.
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So it was, like, my key works I might as well go.
[36:01]
But I think a lot of people were alone and when you’re alone, sometimes you think about things
when you were alone and, when you’re alone, sometimes you think about things that you don’t
want to think about and then you’re upset. Yeah, there were a few—I remember in the spring of
2021, everyone got e-mails saying that there was a suicide on campus and I was, like, that really
sucks. That really, really, really sucks. I can imagine, like, how that feels right now because I was
not having a good time, then, at all, because my roommates were all doing things with each other
and not inviting me. One of my roommates was always with her boyfriend and her boyfriend was
always in the room next door and I could everything that was going on in there, which was so
much fun for me.
There was one point where my roommate was, like, you can’t have your door locked at night. I
don’t feel safe with you having your door locked at night. And I was, like, okay, that’s fine. But,
yeah, Covid and living on campus was a lot of fun because I have a lot—at that time, a lot of my
family, a lot of my sisters were pregnant and it is a risk to get pregnant and have Covid. One of
my sisters got Covid when she was five months pregnant and it was really scary. It was really
scary. And so it wasn’t, like, a thing for my family to get together as much especially my parents
are old and they both have pre-existing lung problems and so, like, that was also a thing. My
parents have made me wear a mask in the house when I went home.
I didn’t get to see my family that much, or as much as I would have. And so I was, like, okay,
well, there’s a support system that is a little bit less accessible to me unless, like, by phone. But
I’m not a phone call person, so I was, like, really stuck there for a second.
[38:05]
So, that was really stressful. It’s definitely gotten better because my family was, like, we need to
get vaccinated. All of us need to get vaccinated or we’re not getting together anymore which,
like, was good. My sister—my twin sister, I have a twin sister—is, like, afraid of needles and
always gets a bad reaction. And she got the Johnson & Johnson vaccine—it burst one of her
blood vessels in her arm, but she still did it because she needed to. So I was pretty—I think my
stress levels and my anxiety has gotten a lot worse since that first year because it, like, it just
wasn’t as good as it could have been. It wasn’t—I wouldn’t say that it was bad. I wouldn’t say
that it was unbearable, but, like, it definitely sucked at times. Because I’m, like, I really just want
to go out and I really just want to do things and I want to have friends to hang out with and meet
people. Like, all I can really do right now is sit in my room and do my homework. But I’ve
already been doing that, so my homework is done. Like, now what am I going to do?
And I bet a lot of people, like, felt the same because honestly there really is, like, nothing to do—
or nothing, like, fun to do. Places were closed in Logan at night. Like, just shut down.
TW:

So, you almost made it through your second year—

MH:

I know.

TW:

. . . of college. What would you say are the biggest lessons—life lessons—that you’ve taken away
from these two years?
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MH:

I think I’ve learned to be a little bit more patient especially with, like, sitting alone and being,
like, gosh, I wish I could do something because, like, now I can do things. I can do some things. I
have people to hang out with now.

[40:03]
I might not have good roommates this semester, but it’s fine. Like, I don’t have to hang out with
my roommates. I have my own room again. But, like, seriously, like, being patient because there
are times when I was, like, gosh, I really just want to drop out and go home and I’m, like, no.
Because I’m pretty sure that because all of this is going to be—it’s going to be different next
year. Like, it’s fine. You just have to wait a little bit longer. Like, it will be fine. Like, just go to
bed right now if you’re thinking, maybe, like this. Just go to bed.
I think I’ve also learned a little bit to be more understanding to people who do have Covid now,
because it is honestly inevitable for a lot of people. And instead of being, like, I cannot believe
that you would get Covid and give it to everyone else and ruin my week for me and be in
quarantine for 10 days. It’s more of, like, a hey, I get it. Like, I’m sorry. That sucks.
Quarantine is a lot shorter than it was then, though, so, yeah. I’m trying to think. Honestly, I think
I’m just kind of glad that everything is a little bit more in-person because it’s, like, my sister-inlaw graduated, like, 10 years ago. She graduated in three years and she’s, like, I wish I would
have gone a fourth year because college was so much fun and I wish that I could have had
another year of that experience.
And my sister, my twin sister, wants to graduate in three years and my sister-in-law is, like, don’t
do it. Especially don’t do it now because you didn’t even have a first year. Like, you might has
well go for all those three—like, the next three years. And I’m, like, yeah, I agree. Like, I might
even go for a fifth year so maybe I’ll make up for the first year that I kind of missed. But, yeah, I
think most of it was just being patient because I don’t know what’s going to come so I might as
well just wait for it.
[42:04]
TW:

So, is there anything else you’d like to add about your Covid experiences at Utah State
University?

MH:

I think that a lot of—I mean, it was really fun—I mean, some of it was because it had to be that
way and I wasn’t, like, angry that they were asking me to wear a mask or angry that they’re
canceling things or putting most of my classes online. I was, like, hey, that’s fine. Like, I get it. I
know, like, some of the people around me were upset and I was just, like, I don’t see why you’re
wasting so much energy on being mad about this because I don’t—like, are you going to go to the
person who has a say over this and just bang their door down and yell at them? Like, there is
no—it’s a waste of energy because it was not very fun, but you could make it a little bit more fun
by having a good attitude about it and doing what you needed to do.
So, I was just, like, yeah, this really does kind of suck. I wish that it would be a little bit more fun
but I can try and make it fun. Like, I can go for a drive with my friends, or we can—we would
drive to Preston a lot and just take pictures in front of my parents’ house and send it to them.
Like, there’s so many things to do that will waste a lot of gas money but, like, there’s always an
alternative. A basketball game—you can just go play basketball yourself, like, there aren’t a lot
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of, like, things to do on the weekend unless you really think really hard and then there is
something to do, so, yeah. I think a lot of people were upset about, like, how everything was but
really, that’s just the way that it was, so—I mean, it’s not like I can go back and change anything.
It is the way that it is and it’s a much better place now, which is nice.
[44:12]
And honestly, relieving. I wonder what next year will be like. I wonder if it will be any different.
I do know—one of my friends from high school—I’ve known her for, like, seven years—she is
coming to Utah State—what did I just say? Utah State in the fall and she was helping—she was
making me help her with her application and on her application it said, what kind of classes
would you be interested in taking? And it was in-person only. Online only. In-person and online.
And I was, like, press the third one. Press the third one. But that wasn’t a thing on my application.
So, I’m like, that’s new. Press this one, Kaylie [phonetic 44:51]. If you want to take an online
class, you should be able to. Press that third one. You need to have the option. I thought that was
interesting when I saw that. I just remembered that right now. I made a note in my head to talk
about that. I think that’s it.
TW:

Well, Miss Hunn, I would like to thank you for your time this afternoon discussing your
experiences with the Covid pandemic at Utah State University.

[audio end]
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